
 

PRESS RELEASE: GREEN CLIMATE FUND: VAISIGANO CATCHMENT PROJECT (GCF-VCP)  
“Engaging communities within the Lelata Bridge Area regarding the design  

and plan for replacement of the Lelata Bridge” 
22nd to 23rd October 2019  

The GCF-VCP encourages and supports continuous engagement and consultations with communities 
and families, specifically owners of 27 neighbouring properties located within the 150m vicinity of the 
Lelata Bridge. These families have been pre-identified as most affected stakeholders of the Lelata 
Bridge Replacement works. The purpose of the consultation is to provide an update on the GCF-VCP, 
design and plan for the new Lelata Bridge as well as the anticipated environment and social impacts 
during and post construction of the bridge. 

This consultation gives the most affected stakeholders, those living closet to the bridge, the 
opportunity to become part of the design process encouraging their input at an early stage to ensure 
their concerns and issues are adequately addressed prior to tendering and construction commencing.  

The Land Transport Authority (LTA) is the lead implementing Agency (IA) for the GCF-VCP Activity 2.3 
under Output 2 which includes the review of the Lelata Bridge design as well as the supervision and 
construction of the upgraded bridge. 

LTA was supported by the consultant, Beca International Ltd and its local partner OSM Consultants as 
well as the collaborating partners: the Ministry of Women Community and Social Development 
(MWCSD), Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE), Ministry of Works Transport and 
Infrastructure (MWTI) and GCF Project Management Unit (GCF-PMU) during the community 
consultations on 22nd and 23rd October 2019. 

The three consultations, conducted over two days, mark the first lots of community engagements and 
consultations with the residents and families to explain the rationale behind the need to replace the 
bridge and to introduce the new concept and preliminary design. The proposed new bridge is expected 
to be 2.8m higher from the current bridge level, its location remains the same with two traffic lanes 
and footpaths on either side, with bridge slope kept to acceptable levels for pedestrians and footpath 



users. It will be supported by 6 meter high retaining walls to ensure the bridge stays within LTA reserve 
boundaries. The proposed new design aims to provide the necessary safeguard solutions and 
protection to the residents, communities and families in the Vaisigano River Catchment Area (VRCA) 
and the Apia Urban Area (AUA) from extreme flooding resulting from heavy rains. 
 
The GCF-VCP is a priority project of the Government and it’s the first GCF-funded project in Samoa, 
with total funding of USD$65 million over six years.  
 
The LTA acknowledges the participation and support by the residents, communities and families within 
the Lelata bridge area for sharing their concerns and issues that would assist the Beca Consultants in 
partnership with OSM Consultants under leadership of the LTA in improving the detailed design for the 
replacement of Lelata bridge. 
 
 
   

  
Present residents of Lelata at the consultation regarding the proposed design and plan for the new 
Lelata Bridge. 
        



 
Malama.J.Siamomua (OSM Environmental Safeguard) conducting her presentation. 


